Discussion
This compound is a diastereomer of the bis(benzylisoquinoline) alkaloid tetrandrine [2] , from which it differs only in having the (R) configuration at CI, leading to a cis relationship of HI A and Η1 Ά. Its structure consists of two 1,2,3,4-tetrahydroisoquinoline units joined through the O8 and Oil atoms bonded to carbons C7', C8 and C11, C12', respectively. As in the case of tetrandrine, one benzylisoquinoline moiety adopts an extended conformation, while the other one is more folded. The angles formed by the mean planes of each isoquinoline and its corresponding benzyl group are 15.8° and 129.3°. The torsion angles C8A-C1-C9-C9A and C8A'-C1'-C9'-C9A' are 163.2° and 40.0°, respectively. Consequently, the overall shape of the molecule approximates that of a triangle. The bond distances and angles are in normal ranges. 
